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Mena is credited with a number, of important works
of which the most outstanding was perhaps the build-
ing of a great dam to protect Memphis from the inun-
dations of the Nile which even today serves as a bul-
wark for the province of Giza against the terrific floods
of the river. Perhaps Mena also built the first temple
of the metropolis, the temple of Ptah, and regulated
service in the temple. Mena was the hero-king of
the ancient Egyptians and was honoured and wor-
shipped as a god.
Teta (Athothis, Atu) is the next name in the an-
cient records. He is supposed to have built the royal
castle of Memphis. He was- interested in medicine
and perhaps wrote a treatise on anatomy. Those
that followed are sheer names on the list, mere legends
in the current time. Ata's reign was disturbed by
the breaking out of a great plague. Sem-Ti and Semsu
were perhaps kings of some consequence. Pestilence
and epidemic rendered the rule tof the latter unfor-
tunate*
It is not easy to say who founded the 2nd Dynasty.
Kakau's name, standing second on the lists, is indeed
important, for he was responsible for the institution
of the worship of the Apis-bulL But the greatest dynast,
without doubt, was the king Baneteren (Binothris
or Biophis) who established the legitimacy of female
succession. This declaration was the first of its kind
in history. In Egyptian history this decree was of
immense importance to which even the Greek Ptole-
mies succumbed when they came to hold the sceptre
of Egypt. Baneteren thus was the first feminist of
the world. Send or Senedi was the rfext important
ruler. His n^me signified 'terror' which may suggest
.some conquests to his credit. He was certainly wor-
shipped. Khasekhem seems to have- been another
important historical figure, who held his court in a
great fortress palace and who is said to have conquered
poth the north and south. He was himself a southerner